
HANDS ON DEFENSE

What do you mean by 
community based?
Hands on Defense is a community with the common 
goal of supporting justice involved individuals 
to secure a human right to housing. By working 
together, we surround justice involved individuals 
with the resources they need. We hope for people 
to continue attending HOD meetings even after their 
housing issue is resolved in order to share their 
experience and insight with newcomers and create 
community. 

How do I get help?
Hands on Defense meetings are held weekly over 
Zoom. If you do not have internet access, you may 
also call in using a telephone. You may present 
your housing issue to the community and we will 
brainstorm ways to help. We can help seal your 
criminal record, craft an appeal to reverse a decision 
by the housing authority, and connect you with legal 
aid. 

Not sure yet?
Come to a meeting anyway. Watch the process 
unfold and see if it’s right for you. If you have any 
questions you can email us at:
info@justice4housing.org.

Hands on Defense (HOD) is a community-based program to help justice involved 
individuals who were denied housing of any kind due to a criminal record. We help 
people who were denied Section 8, public housing, and/or private-market housing. 
We work with the Harvard Law School Clinic and the Tenant Advocacy Project to 

connect people with lawyers, case managers, and our experienced staff. 

We have seen first-hand the pain caused by laws that prevent anyone with a criminal record receiving 
Section 8. Families are separated and people are left homeless, even if they have a safe home to go 

but can’t due to laws that prevent anyone with a criminal record from being on the lease.

Research has shown that formerly incarcerated 
people are much more likely to experience 
homelessness than people who haven’t been 
incarcerated. Laws preventing people with 
criminal records from accessing Section 8 and 
public housing are fueling Massachusetts’s 

homelessness crisis. 

Follow us @ justice4housing


